
Federal Good Faith Criteria

The following factors will be used to determine if the bidder has made adequate good
faith effort:

(A) Whether the bidder attended any pre-bid meetings that were scheduled by the
Department to inform DBEs of subcontracting opportunities.

(B) Whether the bidder provided solicitations through all reasonable and available
means (e.g. advertising in newspapers owned and targeted to the Disadvantaged)
at least 10 calendar days prior to bid opening). Whether the bidder provided
written notice to all DBEs listed in the NCDOT Directory of Transportation
Firms, within the Divisions and surrounding Divisions where the project is
located, that specialize in the areas of work (as noted in the DBE Directory) that
the bidder will be subletting.

(C) Whether the bidder followed up initial solicitations of interests by contacting
DBEs to determine with certainty whether they were interested.  If a reasonable
amount of DBEs within the targeted Divisions do not provide an intent to quote or
no DBEs specialize in the subcontracted areas, the bidder shall notify DBEs
outside of the targeted Divisions that specialize in the subcontracted areas, and
contact the Business Development Manager in the NCDOT Office of Civil Rights
to give notification of the bidder's inability to get DBE quotes.

(D) Whether the bidder selected portions of the work to be performed by DBEs in
order to increase the likelihood of meeting the contract goals.  This includes,
where appropriate, breaking out contract work items into economically feasible
units to facilitate DBE participation, even when the bidder might otherwise
perform these work items with its own forces.

(E) Whether the bidder provided interested DBEs with adequate and timely
information about the plans, specifications and requirements of the contract.

(F) Whether the bidder negotiated in good faith with interested DBEs without
rejecting them as unqualified without sound reasons based on a thorough
investigation of their capabilities.  Any rejection should be noted in writing with a
description as to why an agreement could not be reached.

(G) Whether quotations were received from interested DBE firms but rejected as
unacceptable without sound reasons why the quotations were considered
unacceptable.  The fact that the DBE firms quotation for the work is not the
lowest quotation received will not in itself be considered as a sound reason for
rejecting the quotation as unacceptable. The fact that the bidder has the ability
and/or desire to perform the contract work with its own forces will not be
considered as sound reason for rejecting a DBE quote. Nothing in this provision



shall be construed to require the bidder to accept unreasonable quotes in order to
satisfy contract goals.

(H) Whether the bidder specifically negotiated with subcontractors to assume part of
the responsibility to meet the contract DBE goal when the work to be sublet
includes potential for DBE participation.

(I) Whether the bidder made any efforts and/or offered assistance to interested DBEs
in obtaining the necessary equipment, supplies, materials, insurance, and/or
bonding to satisfy the work requirements in the bid proposal.

(J) Any other evidence that the bidder submits which show that the bidder has made
reasonable good faith efforts to meet the contract goal.


